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Interactive-activation as a Framework for
Understanding Morphological Processing

Marcus Taft
School of Psychology, University of New South Wales, Kensingtort,

Awtralia

A descript ion is given of the main experiments that have trecn takcn as
support for the view that, in reading, a pref ixed word is str ipped of i ts pref ix
and lexical ly accessed on the basis of i ts stem. Since one o[ the most
important of those experiments had been poorly executed, a new version of
the same study is presented with results that are entirely consistent with the
previous one. However, logical problems exist with the vicw that says that
stems act as access codes used to gain access to the lexicon, the nrain ones
having to do with the fact that a pref ix store is required. As a result,  an
alternative model is favoured, namely, an interactive-activation ntot lel.  I ' rc-
fixed words are represented in decomposed form in this model, hut no
prelexical pref ix-str ipping is required. A detai led cxamination is nrade of
the manner in which this framework is able to incorporate t lrc prcvious
empir ical results, as well  as other aspects of nrorphological proccssirrg.

INTRODUCTION

What I  wish to present in th is paper is a discussion of  the cvolut ion of  nry
thinking about morphological processing that has occurrcd ovcr thc last 20
years or so. My primary interest has centred upon words with bouncl stcms
(i .e.  stems which are not words in their  own r ight)  which,  in Engl ish,  are
typically prefixed words. The original framework in which I thought about
the issue was that of a prelexical morphological decomposition procedure
taking place prior to a search for the stem morpheme within the lexicon
(Taft  & Forster,1975\. ln more recent t imes, howcvcr,  I  have favourcd a
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