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Our results indicate that oxytocin reduces the perceived salience of faces regardless of emotional valence, and that
this effect does not extend to non-face stimuli. The effect of oxytocin on later, but not early neural responses suggests
that the hormone does not influence the rapid automatic structural processing of faces, but diminishes the later
stages of salience appraisal through the amygdala, and that this attenuation is modulated by anxiety. Additionally, the
oxytocin effect over occipital electrodes could indicate an attenuation of the feedback loop between the amygdala
and primary visual cortex.

These findings suggest oxytocin may attenuate later stage salience appraisal of faces through the amygdala, which
in turn could facilitate social bonding.
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